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Currcnt \/A Emplogces

with more than 30 years of service

at the Waco VA Medical (enter

In Cclebration of 75 Years of

Service to America’s \/eterans
Musical Frelude

U.S. Army Medical Command Band

Fort Sam Houston ‘Ernest Akers FaciliFies Management
Billy Anderson ~ Nursing
We lcomin g Loida Boatman  Social Work
¢ Florence Bradford ~ Psychology
Bruce Gordon, Director Dennis B Nursi
Central Texas Veterans Health Care System ennis brown - INUISINg
James Brown  Social Work
Fostl ng of the Colors sh Ijelga Brown hoglsncsR M
Veterins Honor Guard cila Carpenter - Human Resource Management
Thurman Cochran ~ Imaging
Pledge of Allegiance KirkComih - Hychology
Linda Henry, VEW Aux1hary State President Ierry avis - ractitis Management
Calvin Degrate ~ Nursing
. Joe Eastand ~ Nursing
N atclgr?tirll /@:ﬁl:h em Dora Estelle  Nursing
John Garcia ~ Nursing
] ¢ Joseph Gonzales  Nursing
Chaol r?vgrhca o r}‘{a di SandraHall ~ Medical Administration
apiain thomas Rardin Barbara Hubby ~ Nursing
Cireetings from Karen Hubby ~ Nutrition and Food Service
- Thomas Hughes ~ Psycholo,
Waco Mayor Virginia DuPuy Janice Hui}ier Fisr};ance o
W H - Leslie James ~ Nursing
aco | Jistory Gary Kunkel  Facilities Management
Dr. Don Kasperik, Deputy éfnef of Staft Roy Lindsey  Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
[ Raymond Lisauckis ~ Blind Rehabilitation
Grreeti ngs rrom Howard Malone  Facilities Management
Senator John Cornyn Carolyn Martin ~ Nursing
) Donnie Mclean  Nursing
Fres.e ntation to . Willie Mclean ~ Nursing
Paul Batterton, Retired Waco Site Administrator Mordecai Podet ~ Chaphin
Linda Pryor  Patient Administration
Rema rks b éj Wanda Plumb ~ Medical Administration
Congressman Chet Edwards Ralph Riojas ~ Denl
Robert Ripley  Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Greeti ngs from VISN 17 Ouzie Ross  Psychology
Actmg Director Tim Shea Lance Robinson  Facilities Management
Gloria Sadler  Social Work
KC note Address Lavonne Sanders ~ Pharmacy
Dr. Michael Kussman Under Secretary for Health Yvonne Sanders  Nutrition and Food Service
Ruby Scott  Nussing
CI osing Rema rks Jimmy Sharp  Facilities Management
Bruce Gordon Larry Smart  Nursing
Gloria Thomas ~ Nursing
Fostlude Ralph Thompson ~ Nutrition and Food Service
U.S. Army Medical Command Band DorisTucker ~ Nursing
Willie Washington ~ Nutrition and Food Service
U v Frances Welch  Blind Rehabilitation
John Wells, Jr. ~ Nursing

Rece tion & DIS

Stracke Audltorlum (BuﬂFc)hng 6)

Musical Entertainment by the CTVHCS Bands Waco 75* Anniversary Planning Committee:

X X X Tom Balderach, William Bogucki, James Brown, Lewis Burks, Jane Butler,
Deidre Cargill, Thomas Carnes, Richard Dill, Bruce Gordon, Stefan
Greene, JoAnn Greenwood, Cora House, Sherry Hughes, Mary Lechler,
Ronnie Mahan, Jimmy McBride, Michelle McGinnis, Deborah Meyer,
J. D. Newman, Phillip Prater, William Real, Nelia Schrum, Mark Smith,
Thomas Smith, Sam Torres, Gary Underwood, Doug Weeks, Mary Withers,
& Linda Wolf

Special thanks to the
VA Canteen Service for Proviclir\g the barbecue

rccePtion and coin memento



A Brieg Historg of the
Waco VA Medical Center

he Waco VA Medical Center began its long history of

serving Veterans when it opened on May 6, 1932. At
the time of the opening there were 20 buildings built in the
Italian Renaissance style with a bed capacity of 308 beds for
the treatment of former service men who had been honor-
ably discharged from any war or expedition and suffered
from a nervous or mental disability.

-—

| he hospital quickly grew in 1937 with the construction
of five additional buildings making the bed capacity
947. With the end of World War II five additional build-
ings were constructed on the “outer” circle bringing the bed
capacity to 2,040 patients.

n 1932 the Waco VA included a 508-acre reservation
with a full time working farm. The farm had 262 acres

under cultivation including a vegetable garden, fruit orchard,
hay and grain crops. Farm animals including a herd of 126
pigs and a flock of 63 sheep were fed and slaughtered on the
reservation producing up to 1,000 pounds of pork or lamb
per week for subsistence purposes. Pigeons, rabbits, turkeys,
geese, pheasant and quail were also raised on the farm. A
portion of the original farm was awarded to the Waco Inde-
pendent School District and was designated as Veterans Field
for athletic events. This original farm land was also devel-
oped into a municipal golf course.

o process the food, the hospital had a modern “ice

plant” furnishing cold storage for kitchens and bulk
supplies. The “ice plant” had a capacity of manufacturing
2,400 pounds of ice daily. In addition, the hospital operated
a laundry and fire department. Clinical services on the reser-
vation included an “industrial therapy program” to help reha-
bilitate selected patients to their highest level of functioning.
The therapy included work assignments to the grounds,
farm, slaughter house, laundry, sewing and upholstery shops
giving patients an opportunity to adjust to the hospital com-
munity and prepare them for life supporting skills.

n 1984, Inner Circle Drive, a loop through the ward

treatment buildings, had a name change to honor Doris
Miller, a native of Waco and a hero of World War II. Miller,
who worked in the kitchen, manned a ship’s gun to down
four enemy aircraft during the raid on Pearl Harbor. A
monument to Miller was erected in 1984.

he mission of the Waco VA Hospital has not changed

since the early years, continuing to provide medical
and psychiatric care for veterans for the past 75 years. The
Waco VA has supported the needs of the veterans with
psychiatric and medical rehabilitation and now offers clinical
services that include treatment for psychiatric disorders, post
traumatic stress disease and blind rehabilitation. The Waco
VA became part of the Central Texas Veterans Health Care
System in 1995 and has now been designated as the “VA
Center of Excellence” for psychiatric care.

Dr. Michael Kussman
Un&er Secretar3 for Health

Retired Brig. Gen. Michael . Kussman, M.D., was confirmed by the Senate as
Under Sectetary for Health for the Veterans Health Administration May 25, 2007.

As the Under Secretary for Health,
Dr. Kussman leads the nation’s largest inte-
grated health care system. He previously served
as Acting Under Secretary for Health and
Principal Deputy Under Secretary for Health.

As Under Secretary for Health, he directs
a health care system with an annual budget of
approximately $32 billion, employing more
than 198,000 health care professionals and
support staff at more than 1,400 care sites,
including hospitals, community, and facility-
based clinics, nursing homes, domiciliaries, readjustment counseling centers, and
various other facilities. Dr. Kussman oversees the delivery of health care to more than
5.5 million veterans. VHA is the largest provider of graduate medical education and
amajor contributor to medical and scientific research. More than 100,000 volunteers,
92,000 health profession trainees, and 25,000 affiliated medical faculty members are
integral parts of the VHA community.

A native of Troy, N.Y,, he earned undergraduate and medical degrees from Boston
University, receiving his M.D. in 1968. Tn 1994, he earned a master’s degree in man-
agement from Salve Regina University.

Dr. Kussman began his military career in 1970, serving with the 7¢h Infantry Divi-
sion in Korea. He left active duty in 1972 to resume medical training and complete his
residency at the Joslin Clinic in Boston. From 1974 to 1979, Dr. Kussman worked in
private practice in Pittsfield, Mass.

In 1979, he returned to active duty at Tripler Army Medical Center in Honolulu,
Hawail, serving as chief of Internal Medicine. He later served as Division Surgeon for
the 25th Infantry Division in Hawaii. From 1984 to 1988, Dr. Kussman served as
Chief of the Department of Medicine at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio,
Texas. He completed his tour there as Deputy Commander for Clinical Services.

Dr. Kussman became the Army Surgeon Generals chief consultant in Internal
Medicine and governor for the Army Region of the American College of Physicians
in 1988. He commanded Martin Army Community Hospital at Fort Benning, Ga,,
from March 1993 to August 1995, and later commanded the Walter Reed Health Care
System in Washington, D.C., where he was promoted to brigadier general.

Following his tour at Whlter Reed, Dr. Kussman served as commander of the Eu-
ropean Regional Medical Command, Command Surgeon for U.S. Army Europe, and
TRICARE lead agent for Europe. He was responsible for Army health care throughout
Europe, the Middle East, and Africa.

A graduate of the Army War College and an honor graduate of the Command
and General Staff College, his military decorations include the Distinguished Service
Medal, Legion of Merit with three oak leaf clusters, Defense Meritorious Service Medal,
and the Order of Military Medical Merit.

Dr. Kussman received the prestigious “A” designator from the Army Surgeon Gen-
eral, which identifies professorial rank, and the Laureate Award from the American Col-
lege of Physicians/American Society of Internal Medicine, and was selected as a Master
of the College. He is board certified in Internal Medicine and serves on the faculty of
the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences.



The Honorablc John Comgn
u5 5cnator

John Cornyn was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2002. In a short period of time,
he earned a national reputation as a forceful and articulate voice for Texas values.
He was selected by his colleagues in December 2006 to be a member of the five-
person Republican Senate leadership team-Vice Chairman of the Senate Republican
Conference - the only first-term Senator in recent memory to be so honored.

Sen. Cornyn continues to take a leading
role on many important issues in the Senate. He
is committed to bolstering our national defense
and keeping America safe from terrorism,
reducing spending, securing our borders,
making health care more accessible, continuing
to strengthen the economy and expand
job opportunities, improving - educational
opportunity for all Texans, and protecting the
most vulnerable in our society.

Sen. Cornyn serves on the Armed Services,
Judiciary, and Budget Committees. In addition,
he is Vice Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Ethics. He serves as the top
Republican on both the Judiciary Committee’s Immigration, Refugees and Border
Security Subcommittee, and the Armed Services Committee’s Airland Subcommitee.

Sen. Cornyn continues to work tirelessly on behalf of Texas military personnel,
veterans and their families and has played a leading role in securing our nation’s borders,
while working to bring about broader reforms of our broken immigration system. He
stands as a dedicated defender of frec markets, traditional values and individual liberty.

While in the Senate, John Cornyn has received various awards and recognitions,
including the 2005 Border Texan of the Year Award, the National Child Support
Enforcement Association’s Children’s Champion Award, the American Farm Bureau
Federation’s Friend of Farm Bureau Award, the Texas Association of Businesss (TAB)
Fighter for Free Enterprise Award, the National Federation of Independent Businesss
(NFIB) Guardian of Small Business Award, the National Coalition of Latino Clergy and
Christian Leader's (CONLAMIC) Latino Leadership Award, and the Texas Association
of Mexican American Chambers of Commerce’s (TAMACC) International Leadership
Legislative Award, among others.

As Texas Actorney General from 1999-2002, John Cornyn directed many
initfatives vital to the interests of Texas families. Cornyn served for six years as a District
Court Judge in San Antonio before being elected to the Texas Supreme Court in 1990,
where he served for seven years.

John Cornyn was born in Houston on February 2, 1952, and was raised in San
Antonio. He is the son of John and Gale Cornyn, both native Texans. His father, a B-17
pilot in World War 11, served for 31 years in the U.S. Air Force and, later, taught at the
University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio.

A graduate of Trinity University and St. Marys School of Law, both in San
Antonio, John Cornyn also earned a Masters of Law from the University of Virginia
Law School in 1995. He was named the St. Mary’s Distinguished Law School Graduate
in 1994 and a Trinity University Distinguished Alumnus in 2001.

Sen. Cornyn is married to Sandy, his wife of 27 years. The couple has two
daughters.

The Honorablc Chct Edwar&s
(J.5. House of Kepresentatives

Elected to his ninth term as the Congressman representing the 17th Congessional
District of Texas in 2006, Congressman Chet Edwards proudly represents portions of
North Texas, Central Texas, and the Brazos Valley in Washington. Since first elected
to the United States Congess in 1990, Chet has gained seniority and influence and
is now one of the few House members to serve on both the House Budget and the
Appropriations Committees.

Congressman Edwards is a recognized
leader for Americas veterans in Congess.
As Chairman of the Military Construction
and  Veterans  Affairs  Appropriations
Subcommittee, he authored the $6.7 billion
increase in the 2008 VA budget passed by the
House this year, the largest increase in the
VA 77-year history.

He also serves on the Homeland
Security  Appropriations  Subcommittee
and the Energy and Water Appropriations
Subcommittee. He co-chairs the bi-partisan House Army Caucus and the USO
Congessional Caucus.

During his tenure in Congtess, Congressman Edwards has developed a reputation
of working hard and effectively for Central Texas jobs and federal investments in Fort
Hood, the Central Texas Veterans' Health Care System, the Texas A&M Medical
School, Interstate 35, transportation and water resources, and university rescarch
programs at Baylor and Texas A&M Universities. Congressman Edwards’ proven record
of hard work, combined with his 10 years of seniority on the powerful Appropriations
Committee, put him in a position to fight effectively for jobs and vital education,
health, transportation, and water investments in the 17th District.

At the national level, Congressman Edwards has played a major leadership role in
support of the U.S. Army, military families, veterans, and homeland defense programs.
In 2006, Congressman Edwards was honored with the Award of Merit, the highest
award given by the Military Coalition, which represents 36 military and veteran groups.
In 2003, the Association of the U.S. Army gave Congressman Edwards its “Legislator
of the Year Award.” In 2005, the Military Order of the Purple Heart awarded Edwards
its national “Inspirational Leadership” award, given to only one member of Congress
for work on important veterans issues.

Edwards has played a key leadership role in initiating the public/private military
housing program which a Bush administration official called the “most important
military housing improvement program in our nation’s history.”

Upon graduation from Texas A&M in 1974, Congressman Edwards received the
Earl Rudder Award, given to two outstanding seniors. He then worked for 3 years
for Congressman Olin E. “Tiger” Teague before earning an MBA from the Harvard
Business School. In the 1980’s, Congressman Edwards worked at the Tramme | Crow
Company in commercial real estate; he owned and was the President of Edwards
Communications, a rural radio station. From 1983 to 1989, Chet served in the
Texas Senate. As a member of the Senate Education Committee, he played an active
role in reducing class sizes in Texas’ public schools and was named one of the “Ten
Outstanding Legislators™ by Texas Monthly magazine.

Congressman Edwards is married to Lea Ann. The couple has two sons,

J.T. (11) and Garrison (9).



