TRAVEL

Travel to and from the Women's Trauma Recovery Center (WTRC) is often a concern for Veterans.   The following information is provided in an effort to avoid any unnecessary inconvenience that travel may cause.  Please note that this information is NOT all inclusive of the Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Health Administration guidelines.  Any subsequent questions you may have regarding your travel should be directed to the Travel Agent/Cashier at your home, or referring, VA. The nearest VA facility to the Veterans home is considered to be her referring VA.
Expectations:
· A Veteran may receive payment for travel from the nearest VA facility to her residence. 

· Payment may be made for travel from, or to, a place where the veteran is staying if the veteran is NOT staying at her residence, but the payment may not exceed the amount that would be paid for travel from her referring VA.
· If a veteran receives an IRREGULAR discharge from the WTRC, the veteran will NOT be paid return travel. All veterans are encouraged to participate in required out-processing procedures to receive a REGULAR discharge from the WTRC. 
· If you choose to leave before the date of a scheduled discharge, and discharge REGULAR, it may take up to 1-2 days for a decision to be rendered regarding payment authorization, travel arrangements to be made, and out-processing to be conducted. 

· If the veteran's travel includes meals and/or lodging, the veteran must apply for and receive approval IN ADVANCE to obtaining the meals and/or lodging in order to receive payment. The veteran will NOT be reimbursed without ADVANCE approval from the Travel Department. 
· The mode of transportation for travel will be determined by the VA and will be based on the most economical rate available to and from the WTRC. Should you choose to travel via a different mode, you will be reimbursed up to the amount of the most economical rate. (e.g., if flying is determined to be the most economical and you choose to drive, you will ONLY be reimbursed up to the cost of a plane ticket; or should the cost of driving exceed the cost of a plane ticket, the additional cost for flying will NOT be reimbursed.)
· If the veteran is flying (either to or from WTRC), please note that the maximum allowance for luggage that the VA will cover is two 50 lb. pieces of luggage and one carry on. The cost for checking any additional baggage while flying to or from the Temple area will NOT be reimbursed by the VA. 
